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Whether a bird is beneficial or injurious depends almo t en- 
tirely nq what it, e&ts, saya the introduction to the new bu letin, 1 
In the case of species Whi 
some extent on the crops o % 

h are, $ery abundant, or tihich feed to 
the f’armez!J the question of their 

average diet becomes one ,of supreme importance, and only by atom- 
ach examination oan:it be satisfactorily solved, Field observa- 
tions are at best but f&gmentary &nd inconclusive and lead to no 
final results. Birds are often accused of eating thie or that 
product of ouativation, when an examination of the atomache shows 
the a-qw~a$&m sltig: ,lii 
Veji ‘has‘ conduct&d f br 
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of. the food of those species which are most coxmnon,about the farm 
and garden. 

Within oertain limite birde eat the kind of food that is 
most accessible, especially when their natural food is Boarce or 
wanting. Thus they sometimes injure the crops of the farmer who 
has unintentionally destroyed their natural food in hie improve- 
ment of swamp or pasture, Most of the damage done by birds and 
complained of by farmers and fruit growers arises from this very 
cause. The berry-bearing shrubs and seed-bearing weeds have been 
cleared away, and the birds tive no recourse but. to attaok the 
cultivated grain or fruit. which have replaced their natural food 
suBPlY l The great majority of land birds subsist upon insects 
during the period df nesting and moulting, and also feed their 
young upon them during the first few weeks. 
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‘t&king vegetable food dnly when 
is thus evident that in the course 

In Winter, in the ndrthern pa& of the country, ineeots be- 
dome scarce 6r entirely disappear. 
ever, 

Many species of birds, how- 
remain during the cold season and are able to maintain 

life by eating vegetable food, as the seeds of weeds. Here again 
la another useful function of birds in destroying these weed. 
seeds and thereby lessening the growth of the next year* 

--“%Tti@M--pWio%C~n diacuatass tRe food habite of maze than - 
50 birds belonging to 12 families. Many are eastern forms which 
are represented in the Vest by elightly different species or 
subspeoies, but unlees the food habits differ they are not eep- 
arately described Among the popular birds included, are the 
robin, bluebird, wren, brown thrasher, catbird, bobolink, oriole, 
crow, cuokoo, and the, American sparrow. 
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